As part of its energy conservation 
efforts, the North Carolina Depart- 
ment of Transportation (NCDOT) is 
converting 15 of its gasoline-powered 
vehicles to methanol, a less expensive 
fuel. 

In addition to converting 15 of its 
vehicles, the state will also buy four 
methanol-powered vehicles from a 
California firm. 

Methanol is a synthetic fuel that 
can be made from natural gas, peat 
and coal. 

Gov. Jim Hunt recently announced 
that the state will award $140,000 to 
universities, private firms and govern- 
ment agencies to promote the use of 
methanol and other alternative 
energy fuels. 

NCDOT and North Carolina State 
University will spend $44,600 for the 
purchase and research of the vehicles 
and methanol. 

Each of the vehicles is expected to 
cost between $500 and $1,000 to 
convert. No date has been set for 
delivery of the four vehicles that the 
state is buying. 

Carl Wilkins, Equipment Unit 
head, said the vehicles are expected 
to get only about two-thirds the miles 
per gallon that they would using 
gasoline, but total costs would be 
reduced because methanol is cheaper 
than gasoline. Methanol currently 
sells commercially for about 70 cents 
per gallon, he added. 

A methanol-powered_ vehicle 
produces less exhaust emissions and 
accelerates 15 to 20 percent better 
than a vehicle using gasoline. 

Wilkins said the state will store the 
fuel in a 10,000 gallon tank in 
Durham. 
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... Our Communications Vehicle For The Movement 


Gov. Jim Hunt test drives the first of 19 methanol-powered vehicles 
which will be added to the state’s fleet of cars and trucks in the coming 
months. A methanol-powered vehicle produces less exhaust e- 

missions and accelerates 15 to 20 percent better than a vehicle using 
gasoline. 


N.C. ‘Picking Up’ 


State road maintenance crews, 
with the help of local and county of- 
ficials, private businesses and volun- 
teer groups, will be picking up litter 
along highways across North 
Carolina as the state implements its 
fall clean-up litter campaign. 

Gov. Jim Hunt has proclaimed 
Sept. 8-12 as ‘Clean Up Litter Week 
in North Carolina’. 

State Transportation Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw said, “This concen- 
trated effort to clear North Carolina’s 
highways of litter is the second phase 
of a two-fold program conducted an- 
nually by the department. The first 
phase was implemented this spring. 

“We are very pleased with the over- 
whelmingly positive results of our 
spring pick-up litter effort and we are 
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most appreciative of the 
organizations which have helped us 
in the past. 

“In view of declining revenues for 
our highway program, litter clean-up 
cannot be given a top priority for rou- 
tine maintenance. Our cooperative 
program has allowed us to provide a 
higher level of service than would be 
feasible without substantially increas- 
ing the department’s annual cost for 
litter control.” 

During the spring 1980 campaign 
to pick up roadside litter, 340 mainte- 
nance crews were joined by more 
than 70 other organizations. 

As a result, 3,700 truckloads of 
14,800 cubic yards of litter were 
picked up from more than 6,000 
miles of state highway. 
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Examiners Train on Trucks 


Gloria Kidd (left), a driver license examiner from Charlotte, demonstrates her skills at driving a tractor- 
trailer rig on the road, while other license examiners review motor vehicle laws and statutes as they await 
their turn at the wheel. Driver license examiners from across the state trained both on the road and in the 
classroom during workshops held in August to familiarize them with the new classified driver’s license 
system which becomes effective January 1. The workshops were held in High Point. 


Driver license examiners from 
across the state put in long hours 
both in road training and classroom 
work during workshops held in 
August. 

The major goal of the workshops 
was to teach examiners the skills and 
knowledge to safely operate a tractor- 
trailer rig so that they can give a fair 
test to applicants. 

Under the classified driver’s license 
system which will be implemented 
January 1, license examiners will 
begin to issue licenses to tractor- 
trailer drivers only after they have 
been tested on both their knowledge 
of motor vehicle regulations and their 
skills in operating the tractor-trailers. 

Zeb Hocutt, head of driver services 
at the Division of Motor Vehicles, 
said the special licensing of the trac- 
tor-trailer drivers is part of the new 
law which requires motor vehicle 
operators to be licensed according to 
the weight of the vehicles they will 
drive. 

Hocutt added that since the motor 
vehicle laws require license 
examiners to be licensed to operate 
the type of vehicle which is being 
driven during a road test, special 
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training sessions had to be set up to 
teach them to drive the big rigs. 

A drivers services workshop was 
held each week of August in High 
Point. 

Odell Bass, Bill Stinson, Leslie 
Wall and Jimmy Wilkins, all training 
officers for the examiners during the 
workshops, usually averaged about 
1.5 hours per day of road work with 
each of the examiners in the tractor- 
trailer rigs. 

During the time when they were not 
on the road, license examiners 
reviewed motor vehicle laws and 
statutes, and policies and procedures 
governing the issuance of driver’s 
licenses. 

“I think the workshops have been 
successful because the attitudes of 
the license examiners have been 
good,” Hocutt said. “They’ve all put a 
lot of effort into the training sessions, 
especially the zone chiefs, W. C. Led- 
ford and Sidney S. Simmons. We 
don’t pretend that the license 
examiners will be able to be 
professional truck drivers when they 
complete the training sessions, but 
they will be able to give a good, fair 
test,” he added. 
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Charlie Griffis, a license examiner 
supervisor in Fayetteville, said he 
thinks the training will @: 
beneficial. “When we get in the f 
the big rigs we will know whether the 
driver is doing right or doing wrong,” 
he said. 

Cynthia Boney, a license examiner 
in Durham, said, “After having been 
behind the wheel of one of those big 
tractor-trailer trucks, I have more 
respect for the truckers because it 
takes a lot of power and strength to 
drive them.” 

Melvin Beaman, a license examiner 
supervisor in Goldsboro, said he has 
enjoyed the experience. “For the 
period of time that we’ve been here, 
we’ve got some valuable training. 
They’ve put us through some good 
maneuvers to give us the training 
necessary to test the tractor-trailer 
drivers,” he noted. 

Hocutt said more workshops for 
license examiners are planned for the 
fall and winter. He added that the 
workshops are the first of their type 
held on this large a scale and to the 
degree of training which is being 


done. 
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_A‘Productive’ Day 


Roger Floyd, manager of Industrial Engineering Operations for IBM 
in the Research Triangle Park, speaks to some 120 North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) managers as part of a con- 
ference held recently in Raleigh to review the status of the depart- 
ment’s productivity improvement activities and programs. Major 
topics of discussion during the conference included ‘“‘Where NCDOT Is 
Now”, “Where NCDOT Wants To Go” and “How NCDOT Will Get Where 
It Wants To Go”. State Secretary of Transportation Tom Bradshaw, in 


Best Foot Forward 


Tom Newnam, of the Planning 
and Research Division, receives a 
plaque from State Transpor- 
tation Secretary Tom Bradshaw 
in appreciation for his con- 
tribution to the North Carolina 
transportation program and for 
winning the 6.2-mile road race 


which was held during National 
Transportation Week in May. 
Newnam, who has run in two 
Boston Marathons, completed the 
course in 36 minutes 54 seconds. 


being challenged to provide the same or increased level of services 
and do it with revenues that will be lower than last year. The team ap- 


_ his address to the group, commented, “Our managerial abilities are 
| 
| , to cost improvement will be a major factor in achieving this 
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_ Four NCDOT Employees Receive Awards 


| (From left to right) James L. Scott, Samuel Powell, Carolyn Mozingo and Sanford C. Stallings receive 
_ congratulations from State Transportation Secretary Tom Bradshaw for winning the department’s 
| Suggestion Award. This award is presented to NCDOT and other state employees who submit suggestions 
| through the Employee Suggestion System which result either in monetary savings to the state or in in- 

tangible benefits. Scott is a maintenance crew leader in Highway Division 1. Powell works as a bridge 
operator on the Pasquotank River Bridge in Elizabeth City. Ms. Mozingo works with Traffic Services in 
Highway Division 3. Stallings is a mechanic supervisor working in the Equipment Shop in Highway 
Division 2. Bradshaw presented the award to them at the August meeting of the North Carolina Board of 
Transportation which was held in Washington, N. C. 
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Pitching In 


Cathy Baird, of the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s 
(NCDOT) Vehicle Services Section, “pitches in” as NCDOT gears up for 
its fall clean up litter campaign. Gov. Jim Hunt has proclaimed Sept. 
8-12 as “Clean Up Litter in North Carolina Week.” Local and county of- 
ficials, private businesses and volunteer groups have been invited to 
join in the state’s efforts to clean up roadside litter. 
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NCDOT Gets Safety Award 


William M. (Bill) Burke Jr., director of the Occupational Safety and 
Emergency Planning Section, presents an award to State Transpor- 
tation Secretary Tom Bradshaw from the National Safety Council. The 
North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) was awarded 
the plaque for its significant reduction in accidents during 1979. The 
occupational safety record achieved by NCDOT in 1979 placed the 
department in the upper 12 percent of all the 8,000 organizations 
evaluated by the National Safety Council. 


TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY: 


In North Carolina: 1957—License fee upped $1.00 to finance driver education. 


Associations 
To Convene 


Both the North Carolina State 
Government Employees Association 
(NCSGEA) and the North Carolina 
State Employees Association (NCSEA) 
will have conventions in September. 

The NCSGEA convention will be 
held September 19 and 20 at the 
Royal Villa in Raleigh. 

The NCSEA convention will be 
held September 5 and 6 at the Hyatt 
House and Benton Convention Center 
in Winston-Salem. 

Gov. Jim Hunt and James F. Mar- 
shall, executive director of the 
Assembly of Governmental Em- 
ployees in Washington, D. C., are ex- 
pected to ‘address both groups, ac- 
cording to Arch Laney of NCSGEA 
and Lynn Wilson of NCSEA. 

Both associations will also honor 
Sen. Kenneth C. Royall Jr. of 
Durham. Royall was nominated by 
the two associations and selected by 
the Assembly of Governmental Em- 
ployees for one of 10 outstanding 
legislator awards in the United 
States. 

Other business of the associations 
during the conventions will be the ap- 
proval of resolutions for the year con- 
cerning improvements in the working 
conditions for employees and the 
election of officers. 


Elsewhere: 1893—Brothers James F. and Charles E. Duryea built and demonstrated the 
first successful American motor vehicle powered by a gasoline engine. 


